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Curators do a lot to have art appreciated by the public, which is
inclined to accept it only when it's packaged such that the
displayed artworks conform to a theme, says Pankaj Mullick
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hea s of knowle

little else. They

were prons to displaying art
works in chronological order
{or by art moverent) alone.
Curating was a side business
to being an arts authonty.

But tires have changed. who needs to weave every-
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good analogy  that the works are woven

corapactly in the there,"
says P . Traived as an
architect, Panika went on to
found an international arts
organisation - Artsbid in
Mew Vork andorated shows
for rany
heads the
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H].ma.nshu WVerma, director,
Fed Earth, a Mew Delhi-
based orgarisation that
engazes with visual and per-
forming arts, says, "Curators
ns1ally only concerve exhibi-
tions while others organise
the event. In oy case, [ do
haoth becanse when these two
{onceptualising and o
ing) come together there's a
areater sense of intellectnal

tent.” Vertna is one of
the few independent curators
on the Indian art scene and
has been "able to stay afloat”
through passion and mnova-
t paye to be inmova-
tove. It's otherwise difficult to
get funding from the goverm-
ment but corporates ave now
mote keen to ivest in art.
Howener, there aren't that
many ot there who would
respect an idea for its own
sake," says Verma, "Fora
cu.rator, ntellectual respect
commts for musﬂl} moriet e
momt ty,"

aJIZ:H.]l\:l askyomself cet-
tam guestiohs to ascertain
one's cotarnitraent to the pro-
fession. "Are they passionate
enough for the arts so ek
that when they are st
they might not knovr where
the rent will corue from? Are
they prepated to be self
critical? There's alot of leam
from the people in the arts.
Bover if you aren't traived, are
g‘u to learnand be a

ther curator with esvery

exhibition,” asks Verraa, who
took this route to curating. In
2008, Verma won a special
cornendation at the
International Yourg Visual
Arts Entreprenenr award held
in the UK for his
entrepreneurial contrimtion
o visual arts in India,

T: of the more con-
srentional path, Dr Alka
Pande, consultant arts advi-
sor and curatar, Visual Arts
Gallery, India Hahitat
Centre, says "Ln academnic
conrse 15 . the starting

int. Reading throngh a
road spectiim is essential.
Cultural studies ton ave a key
seqment. An aspiring curator

must be curious, must be
izhtened and well-rooted
traditions of the land in
which helghe iz situated.”
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